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Term 1 
Week 1 

February 2nd 
2022 

 

Students are  
supervised  

from 8:45am  
until 3:45pm 

 

Principal: Mr Simon Perry         58 Merrivale Drive WARRNAMBOOL 3280         Phone:  03 5562 7172             
 

Email:  merrivale.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    Website:  www.merrivale.ps.vic.edu.au 

Dear Families 
 

Welcome back for the 2022 school year. We hope everyone had a great holiday and students are ready for a 
big year of learning and fun. So great to see all our students back today smiling, excited and energised for 
another school year.  
 

We send out a warm welcome to our new families and our Prep students. We hope you enjoy your time at 
Merrivale Primary School. It was great to see our new Preps enjoy their first full day with Mrs Redpath and 
Mrs Barbetti in the new Learning Space. They looked very grown up in their uniforms and are very excited to 
start their school learning journey.  
 

As I often say, when you enrol a student here at Merrivale Primary School, the whole family becomes part of 
the school community. We welcome all families to be involved in school life and feel you can support your 
child’s learning by participating in school events and activities like sports days, parents club, school council 
projects, parent nights and celebration days. 2022 will be a big year of Re-Connecting as a school community 
through such days and school events.  
 

We welcome six new staff to our Team in 2022 and wish them all the best. Please say hi and give them a 
friendly Merrivale welcome.  
 

Miss Bell (PE Specialist), Miss Bartlett (Grade 6) Mr McCosh (Grade 4) Miss Dunne (Grade 1) Mrs Barbetti 
(Prep/1) and Mrs McSween (Learning Tutor). 
 

All students are settling back nicely into their classroom routines, with our specialist programs starting this 
week also. This term is going to be challenging with Covid in our community and we ask that you read                
carefully ALL XUNO messages and follow the health advice and information sent home. By following the             
advice our school will remain safe and open for students learning to happen face to face, which is what we all 
want in 2022.  
 

Please be patient, kind and show respect at all times when working with staff and each other in our school 
community. We’ve done such a great job these past 2 years, let’s keep it going.  
 

Our Culture and Way of Being at Merrivale 
 

Everything we do at Merrivale is guided by our school community values. Students, staff, parents and 
carers enact our values through the partnerships and learning that takes place on a daily basis. Our 

values are our way of being and caring for each other - School Prospectus 2021 

RESPECT  HONESTY  KINDNESS  GRATITUDE 

Our Parent Information Booklet will be updated soon, which is on our website. 
Many of the day-to-day operations and processes at school are in the booklet. 
Below are a few reminders to start the year off. 
 
Again, welcome back to a new year of learning, fun and discovery.  
I look forward to meeting new families, students and working with  
everyone in 2022. 
 
Simon Perry  
Principal 
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XUNO 
All parents must have XUNO set up on their phones/devices to access newsletters, messages and notes. 
XUNO is a one stop shop for messaging and to send out updates and information. If you need help to set up 
XUNO contact Sally. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
Your child’s classroom teacher is your first point of contact for any questions. Often a worry or a question can 
be sorted out by clarifying things early on in the term. Teachers will send home their best contact details in 
classroom newsletters soon, XUNO will be used to communicate also. Appointments if needed can be made 
outside teachers meeting commitments. Teachers have meetings Tuesday and Wednesday 3.30pm – 
5.00pm and briefing each Tuesday morning 8.30am – 8.45am. Later in Term 1 we will hold Parent Teacher 
Conferences, stay tuned for details.  
  
HOUSE SPORTS (ATHLETICS) SAVE THE DATE 
Our House Sports this year are again at Brauerander Park on Tuesday March 15th. This is a great family day 
event and we encourage everyone to come along on the day and join in on the fun. Miss Bell will send out 
information shortly. Students will be busy practising in their PE/Sports sessions this term.  
 
PUPIL FREE DAY Tuesday March 1st 
At the end of last year, we planned a Curriculum Day for all our Big Life Schools in 2022. This is on Tuesday 
March 1st. The Professional Develop Day is on Zones of Regulation and Wellbeing. TheirCare will be offering 
care on this day at school if families wish to book and contact them via the website https://theircare.com.au/  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Parent nominations are now being taken for this year’s school council. School council play an important role 
of governance and community leadership. The school council has particular functions in supporting and                  
monitoring the school’s direction. School councils have three main responsibilities, finance, strategic                    
planning, policy development and review. If you are interested in joining school council, information and    
nomination forms are in the office or please give us a call. Nominations close on Friday, February 25. 

 
ANNUAL PRIVACY POLICY REMINDER 
DET schools collect, use, disclose and store student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. For more information about   
privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. Click https://www.education.vic.gov.au/
Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx  
 

FRIENDLY REMINDERS  
HATS 
All students must wear their school hat in term 1 outside – PE, sport, recess, lunch etc please. School hats 
can be purchased from the office, please call Sally. 
 
SCHOOL ARRIVAL TIME 
Students should arrive between 8:45am - 9:00am. There is no supervision before 8:45am. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Phones are attended to by office staff between 8.30am – 4.30pm. Please call during these hours. Calls 
will not be taken outside these hours sorry. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
If your contact details, phone numbers or email have changed lately please    
ensure you let us know via an email merrivale.ps@education.vic.gov.au. and 
also make changes in XUNO We must have up to date contacts details in case 
of an emergency.  

 

https://theircare.com.au/
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
mailto:merrivale.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Summary of COVID SAFE Operations Term 1 

We ask that you read carefully and follow the health advice and information from the Department of Health 
and the Department of Education. By following the advice our school will remain safe and open for students 
learning to happen face to face, which is what we all want in 2022. 
Please note there are some changes to advice highlighted in red. 

 

Parents/Visitors to schools 
 

Parents/Visitors can enter buildings onsite for student pick-up and drop-off  
Parents/Visitors who come onsite must comply with vaccination requirements (read carefully below),   

density limits (displayed), face mask requirements, QR code check-ins and practise respiratory        
etiquette and good hand hygiene.  

 

Vaccination requirements  
 

Parents, visitors or volunteers who come onsite must comply with vaccination requirements and be fully 
vaccinated (unless a medical exemption applies)  

*Changes to advice 
Visitors and volunteers performing work on school sites (both inside and outdoors) are required to have      
received three doses of a COVID-19 vaccine by 25 February 2022 if they became fully vaccinated on or       
before 25 October 2021. For those that became fully vaccinated after 25 October 2021, the deadline is 15 
March 2022, or have a valid medical exception. This requirement applies to: 

a person contracted to work at an education facility and who will or may be in close proximity to children, 
students or staff, whether or not engaged by the education operator including casual relief teachers, 
NDIS providers and auditors (but does not include delivery personnel). 

Department staff who attend an education facility (such as allied health personnel) 
Staff of any other entity who attends an education facility 
Volunteers that attend and education facility and that work in close proximity to children, students or staff 

(including parent helpers) 
Students on placements at an education facility. 

Facemasks 

Staff must wear a face mask indoors (when not teaching students) 
Year 3-6 Students must wear a face mask indoors 
Parents/Carers must wear a face mask indoors 

 

QR codes & Check In 

QR code check ins are required for all schools and businesses in Victoria 
PARENTS/CARERS who enter school buildings must QR code check in using the posters            

displayed around the school. 
Parents/ carers are required to show proof of vaccination to enter a school building. Please have your 

proof of vaccination ready on your phones to show staff. 

  Need to check in Do not need to check in 

Visitors and volunteers working on 
school site (including contractors, external department 
staff and building and maintenance staff) 

   

Parents who enter school buildings 
when on school site 

   

Staff and students    

Parents who come onto school grounds 
for drop-off or pick-up, but do not enter 
buildings 

   



 4 

 

 

March:   

Tuesday 1st Whole school Pupil free curriculum day 

Thursday 3rd Whole school Healthy Moves 

Friday 4th Whole school Clean Up Australia Day 

Tuesday 8th Years 5 & 6 Biolab incursion 

Monday 14th Whole school Labour Day Holiday - no school 

Tuesday 15th Whole school Athletics sports day 

Friday 18th  Hockey Roadshow Clinic 

2022 Dates for the diary: 
Please read through the important dates listed below: 

What if my child becomes un-
well at school? 
If your child becomes unwell at 
school, you will be phoned ASAP 
to collect them. Please ensure all 
emergency contact details are 
up to date. 
  
Please update all contact details 
on XUNO 

What else should I know? 
  
ALL STUDENTS require a WATER 
BOTTLE (named) 
  
Lunch Orders YES *TBC by Parents 
Club when starting 
  
Friday Fruit SORRY NO*no sharing 
of any food 

What do I do if I need to pick 
my child up early? 
 
If essential, please phone the   
office by 1:30pm. 
  
Arrangements will be made to    
collect your child from the front 
gate. 
Do not come into the office 
please. 

Will parents be allowed in          
classrooms to help? 
 
SORRY NO PARENT HELP-
ERS IN CLASSROOMS AT THE 
MOMENT 

Can I come to the office and pay 
my school fees or buy uniform? 
LIMITED (IF NECESSARY) 
*QR CODE check in 
*Vaccination check 
*Density Limits apply 
  
Please call Sally for all matters       
related to the office. Arrangements 
can be made to pay fees or arrange 
uninform over the phone. 

My child isn’t feeling 100% can 
I send them to school? 
 
NO 
If you/your child is ill or feeling 
even slightly unwell THEY MUST 
NOT ATTEND SCHOOL. 
  
They must remain at home and 
seek medical advice, get tested. 
  

Stay home when unwell  
The most important action EVERYONE can take to reduce the risk of transmission of the coronavirus 
is to remain at home and get tested if you are unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms. Please       
inform the school if you or your family members are isolating or in quarantine. 
 

Other Q&As:   

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: 
 

Lunch orders will NOT be available this Friday as we still haven’t found a            

volunteer Lunch order co-ordinator.  If this is a role you think you may be 

able to help with, please contact the school office. Thank you! 
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Congratulations to the 
 Community & Environment Crew 2022 

Congratulations to the Sports Crew 2022 
Congratulations to the Creative & Positive 

Crew 2022 

Congratulations to the Ambassadors 2022 
Congratulations to the  

Administration Crew 2022 

We would like to introduce you to our 
2022 Year 6  

Ambassadors and Crews. We look               
forward to working with each Crew over 
the coming year on a variety of activities, 
and know that the students will work hard 

to achieve their best.  
Congratulations to the  

Ambassadors, we know you will lead your 
Crew to the best of your ability.  

AMBASSADORS 
 

Lily Guthrie 

Sophie Rowlands 

Mia Pejovic 

Cael Campbell 

ADMINISTRATION 

CREW 

Hunter Laidlaw 

Maia Smoljan 

April Hancock 

Ellie Gambrell 

COMMUNITY &  ENVIRONMENT 

CREW 

Luke Knowles 

Lukas Boyle 

Sylar Thiel 

Zayvier Mylonas 

Reegan Delaney 

Lucy Van Vugt 

SPORTS  

CREW 
 

Angus Redpath 

Lexus Williams-

Hope 

Noah Burgess 

Archie Chapman 

Jed Fearon 

Kellen Hook 

CREATIVE &            

POSITIVE  

CREW 
 

Lilly Bronkhorst 

Molly Gannon 

Chloe Brooks 

Sophie Pettit 

Hunter Willaton 
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SHELLEY  HOUSE 
 

CAPTAINS -  

Alfie Mahony-Gilchrist 

Felix Horwill 
 

VICE CAPTAIN -  

Evangeline Greco 

Bella Gibson 

MERRI HOUSE 
 

CAPTAINS -  

Isabel Divall 

Mark Muskee 
 

VICE CAPTAIN -  

Blake Treloar 

Maddi Obradovic 

 

LEVIS HOUSE 
 

CAPTAINS -  

Willow Bronkhorst 

Logan Carmody 
 

VICE CAPTAIN -  

Uche Wakefield 

Jake Mibus 

 

PERTOBE HOUSE 
 

CAPTAINS -  

Ellee McKenzie 

Tyrone Walters 
 

VICE CAPTAIN -  

Max Green 

Alfie Gannon 

  Congratulations to the following students who were presented as House Captains for 2022 



 7 

 

 

Congratulations to the following   
students who received awards at the 

Year 6 Graduation last year: 
 

Warrnambool City Council Academic Excellence:  Isabelle Johnson &  
Rhys Wallace 

June Thulborn Memorial Award: Saraya Vail 
 

East Rotary Personal Endeavour Award: Lucy Morse 
 

John Davidson Memorial Award: Fletcher Henry 
 

Cindy Lehmann Memorial Citizenship Award: Arlie Kelson 
 

Mat Ansell Extra Curricular Award: Rhylee Moore 
 

MPS School Council Most Improved Award: Winnie Doan 
 

Midfield Meat Persistance Award: Nymaya McCosh 
 

Central Rotary Leadership, Volunteering and  
Fairness Award: 

Nicole Moulsdale &  
Jasper Moore 

CWA Care and Consideration Award: Mason Mitchell 

Principal Award for Community Leadership: Gilbert Harrison 

Sport Award 2022 STEM Award 2022 

Art Award 2022 

Lukas 
Boyle 

Lucy 
Morse 

Hamish 
Miller 

Stella 
Adriaanse 

Lilly 
Gardiner 

Oscar 
Divall 

Congratulations to  
Isabelle Johnson 
on receiving your  
Brauer College  

Scholarship. 
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