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Term 1 
Week 10 
April 7th 

2022 

 

Students are  
supervised  

from 8:45am  
until 3:45pm 

 

Principal: Mr Simon Perry         58 Merrivale Drive WARRNAMBOOL 3280         Phone:  03 5562 7172             
 

Email:  merrivale.ps@education.vic.gov.au    Website:  www.merrivale.ps.vic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’ve had a really busy start to the year, which has been lots of fun  . It is so nice to see                    
students now in routine, as they continue to learn and improve each day. Our new Prep            
students are thriving and really enjoying all that school has to offer. All our students have made 
growth and we should really celebrate their achievements.  
 
For me, the smiles on all our students faces each day says it all. I recently wrote in our Annual 
report that it was clear from the beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic in 2020 that as a school 
and community we needed to focus on the wellbeing of everyone: staff, students and parents, to 
continue to improve learning outcomes. Without this clear and holistic focus, learning (remote 
and face to face) would not have been possible and nearly as successful here at Merrivale. All 
our staff went above and beyond and continue to adapt and support all students with a clear 
wellbeing focus. This term we narrowed in on Connection, Care and Creativity. In all our         
programs this has been evident.  
 
It’s been an active term of Sport and PE. Our Athletics Day was a great way to start the year 
with families able to attend and join in the fun, something we have missed. Recently our                
Harmony Day and Ride to School Day generated some really positive energy across the school 
with our school values of Kindness and Respect at the forefront. We have held some excursions 
and incursions, Hockey Clinics, squeezed in a dress up day, hosted some Science expert                     
visitors, the list goes on. All staff do an amazing job of organising extra curricula experiences for 
students and we are very grateful for this extra work they all take on.  
 
I want to thank everyone for their persistence and adaptability during the term, with the many 
challenges we face managing Covid in the community and at school. At all times our aim is to 
provide a safe and supportive learning and teaching environment for staff and students. Thank 
you everyone for following the health advice and actioning the messages we send home via 
XUNO. We will need to continue this in term 2 as we learn to live with Covid in our community.   
 
I hope everyone has a happy and safe Easter break with family and friends. See you all back 
next term refreshed and ready for more fun and learning.  
 

Mr Perry   
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BUILDING PROJECT 
Architects are busy finalising Tender documents for our building project, which will go to tender in 
the coming weeks. Late June is still the current timeline for a start to the works. During Term 2 we 
will share with you further details about how we will manage the day operations, like where the       
office and staffroom will be, entry and exits points for parents, pick up and drop of zones etc. 
 

STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
The internet today is very much a part of life, work and learning. As an increasingly interactive               
medium the internet brings new opportunities to learn, interact and be creative. As we know there 
are some risks with the internet if unmonitored and used in the wrong way by students. We teach 
students how to stay safe online and what appropriate behaviours are. As parents you also have an 
important role in helping your child use the internet safely.  
To help here is a website with information https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents on how to have                  
conversations and set up agreements as families about technology use. The Easter holidays is a 
good chance to check your child’s iPads and delete Apps and content if need be.  

END OF TERM FRIENDLY REMINDERS   
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
If your contact details, phone number/email has changed please make changes in XUNO. We must 
have up to date contacts details in case of an emergency.  
 

XUNO 
Please make sure you have the XUNO APP set up for newsletters, messages, to log absences, access 
your child’s reports and communicate with teachers. If you need help, contact Sally. 
 

PARENT PAYMENTS 
2022 Parent Payments are due. We would appreciate families finalising these. If you have a payment 
plan set up thank you. We cannot run all the amazing programs we do at Merrivale without parent               
payment support. Your support allows us to:  

Organise engaging and fun excursions and incursions for all students 
Provide extra and high-quality programs in English, Mathematics, STEAM, The Arts, Language and 

PE.   
Organise a swimming program in 2022 Prep - Grade 6 Term 3 
Maintain and develop the school grounds/facilities.   
Ensure the upkeep of our iPads/technology (Prep-2) 
Maintain sufficient class sets of books for students to develop their reading skills.   
Provide hands on maths equipment - measuring materials, maths kits and tools 
Provide digital subscriptions i.e. IXL Maths, PMebooks, Resilience Project Journals 
Have a large range of sporting equipment.   
Arrange for individual student supplies and class bulk supplies.   

 

OFFICE HOURS 
Phones are attended to by office staff between 8.30am – 4.30pm.  
Please call during these hours.  Calls will not be taken outside these hours sorry. 

 
 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

FRIDAY 29th 

APRIL 
Individual and Family photos are to be ordered online only 
using MPS Access Key YNH77C7P 
To order your school photos: 
 Go to www.leadingimage.com.au 
 Click on Order your school photos 
 Select your State 
 Enter your special unique Access Key (YNH77C7P) 
 Note: Family photos must be ordered by 28th April 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
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Part 2: Gratitude 

This week’s presentation from The Resilience Project focuses on Gratitude.  

Gratitude is paying attention to the things that we have right now, and not worrying 

about what we don’t have. We practise this by noticing the positives that exist around 

us. 

Research shows that practicing gratitude rewires our brains to overcome the negativity bias 

(which can lead to anxiety and depression) and see the world for what we are thankful for. It 

is also shown to broaden thinking, and increase physical health through improved sleep and 

attitude to exercise. 

 

View Part 2 of the series here - Gratitude  

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/ 

 

There are many ways in which you can practise gratitude, including starting a Wellbeing Jour-

nal. In the image below are a few ideas to get started. 

Source: Psychology Today 

For mental health resources and support information, visit The Resilience Project’s Support 

Page. 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/parent-and-carer-hub-hugh/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/product/6-month-my-resilience-project-journal/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/product/6-month-my-resilience-project-journal/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/gratitude
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/support/
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The Good Friday Appeal is a charity that raises money to enable The Royal Children’s Hospital in         

Melbourne to provide world-class care for our children. Good Friday Appeal plays a vital role supporting 

the Royal Children’s Hospital to conduct research, improve equipment, provide patient centred care and 

foster strong leadership and training for staff.  We know our Merrivale community will do their best to 

help support this great cause by sending along a gold coin on the day.  

Prep - Grade Two: To conclude our learning unit on Bursery Rhyme an Fairytales, we are celebrat-

ing with a character dress-up day!  We are encouraging students to get creative with clothing and items 

already at home to create their character - parents there is no need to buy anything new. 

Grade Three - Grade 6:  Casual clothes day to support the Good Friday Appeal.  

 

    TOMORROW - APRIL 8 

Prep - Grade 2 Fancy Dress 

Grade 3 - Grade 6 Casual clothes 
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Congratulations to the winners of our Easter raffle, and special thanks to everyone on a huge effort 

selling tickets and making donations to the school - we are very grateful to you all. 
 

Prize # 1  Jaye Lamshed                                                                                                                 

Prize # 2 Charlie & Summer Lamshed 

Prize # 3 Declan Gibson 

Prize # 4 Lexus Williams-Hope 

Prize # 5 Kaye Divall 

Prize # 6 Noah Burgess 

Prize # 7 Mia McBain 

Prize # 8 Kaye Bouchier 

Prize # 9 Oscar Divall 

Prize # 10 Sohi Dao 

Prize # 11 Maree Ticknew 

Prize # 12 Stacey Carter 

Prize # 13 Ellee McKenzie 

Prize # 14 Trish Costello 

Prize # 15 Charlotte Rowlands 

Prize # 16 Ilga O’Connor 

Prize # 17 Alain Hocking 

Prize # 18 Bryce Sutton 
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Friday 8th April Preps, Ones and Two’s Fairytale dress up day - gold coin 

Friday 8th April Threes, Fours, Fives & Sixes Casual clothes day - gold coin 

Friday 8th April Whole school Last day of Term 1 2:30pm finish 

Friday 29th April Whole school School photos - details in this newsletter and on 
Xuno. 

2022 Dates for the diary: 

What if my child becomes    
unwell at school? 
If your child becomes unwell at 
school, you will be phoned ASAP 
to collect them. Please ensure all 
emergency contact details are 
up to date. 
  
Please update all contact details 
on XUNO 

What else should I know? 
  
ALL STUDENTS require a WATER 
BOTTLE (named) 
  
Lunch Orders YES  
  
Friday Fruit SORRY NO *no sharing 
of any food 

What do I do if I need to pick my 
child up early? 
 
If essential, please phone the   of-
fice by 1:30pm. 
  
Arrangements will be made to    
collect your child from the front 
gate. 
 

Will parents be allowed in          
classrooms to help? 
 
SORRY NO PARENT                   
HELPERS IN CLASSROOMS 
DURING TERM 1. 

Can I come to the office and pay 
my school fees or buy uniform? 
LIMITED (IF NECESSARY) 
*Vaccination requirements apply 
*Density Limits apply 
  
Please call Sally for all matters       
related to the office. Arrangements 
can be made to pay fees or arrange 
uninform over the phone. 

My child isn’t feeling 100% can I 
send them to school? 
 
NO 
If you/your child is ill or feeling 
even slightly unwell THEY MUST 
NOT ATTEND SCHOOL. 
  
They must remain at home and 
seek medical advice, get tested. 
  

LUNCH ORDER ROSTER: 
Thank you to all our volunteers who made the 

Term 1 lunch orders possible! 

DATE HELPER 1 HELPER 2 

Week 10: 
8/4 

Wendy Gardner Kathy Hoang 

Updated Q & A’s: 
Stay home when unwell:  The most important action EVERYONE can take to reduce the risk of transmission 
of the coronavirus is to remain at home and get tested if your are unwell, even with the mildest of symptoms. 
Please inform the school if you or your family members are isolating or in quarantine. 

It’s the last week of term, and we have had such a fun term at After School 
Care!  
 

The last fortnight our focus has been on the ocean and also gearing up for 
Easter. For ocean week we had lots of fun activities including making       

cardboard octopus’ and also making  awesome seahorse and other creatures. 
Our Easter activities last week and this week have been so much fun as we made puppets, hatching eggs with 
pegs, cloud dough and also stripy easter eggs which looked fantastic! On Friday we are finishing off the term 
with a fun Easter Egg hunt, can’t wait!  
 

Holidays are just around the corner and TheirCare is running Holiday Program again. It will be run at 
Warrnambool Primary and also East Warrnambool. The theme for these holidays is ‘When I grow up’. There 
are heaps of fun things planned in the program and we also have two excursions, one to the cinemas and we 
are also going to HIIT Nation to test out our skills.  

As it is the last week of term, I would like to thank all the children 
and the families who have been involved with the service this 
term. It has been such a fun term and I hope next term we can 
continue to grow and have loads more fun! 
 

Please feel free to call Seamus for any questions regarding the 
Holiday Program or After School Care on 0447004631 or visit the 
website: www.theircare.com.au.  
Thanks!  

http://www.theircare.com.au

